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SUB J : ATTITUDES OF WEST AFRICAN COUNTRIES TOWARDS BENIN 

REF: STATE 48804 

IN RESPONSE TO DEPARTMENT'S REQUEST FOR UNSOLICITED 
NEGATIVE OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING THE PEOPLES REPUBLIC 
OF BENIN, THE FOLLOWING REMARKS OF COLONEL ASSILA, 

SECOND IN COMMAND OF THE TOGOLESE ARMED FORCES, MAY 
BE OF INTEREST. ON THE OCCASION OF THE VISIT TO 
LOME OF THE USS VALDEZ, DCM ACCOMPANIED THE CAPTAIN 
OF THE VALDEZ ON A COURTESY CALL ON COLONEL ASSILA. 

DURING THE CONVERSATION, ASSILA MADE OBVIOUSLY 
PREPARED REMARKS TO THE EFFECT THAT TOGO WARMLY 
WELCOMED THE VISIT OF THE VALDEZ BECAUSE IT KNEW 
THAT SOVIET NAVAL VESSELS WERE REGULARLY VISITING 
COTONOU AND IT WANTED BENIN TO NOTE THAT 
TOGO ALSO HAD FRIENDS. COLONEL ASSILA HAS MADE 
SIMILAR REMARKS ON NUMEROUS OTHER OCCASIONS IN THE 
PRESENCE OF OTHER EMBASSY OFFICERS. IN FACT, HIS 
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CONCERN MAY APPROACH OBSESSION AS HE CONTINUES TO 
RECEIVE REPORTS OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO BENIN FROM 
COMMUNIST COUNTRIES, INCLUDING THE USSR AND CUBA. 
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